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14. — The Grammar of English Grammars, with an Introduction 
Historical and, Critical; the whole methodically arranged and amply 
illustrated ; with Forms of Correcting and of Parsing, Improprieties 
for Correction, Examples for Parsing, Questions for Examination, 
Exercises for Writing, Observations for the Advanced Student, De- 
cisions and Proofs for the Settlement of Disputed Points, Occasional 
Strictures and Defences, an Exhibition of the several Modes of 
Analysis, and a Key to the Oral Exercises; to which are added 
Four Appendixes, pertaining separately to the Four Parts of Gram- 
mar. By Goold Brown. Second Edition, revised and im- 
proved. New York : Samuel S. and William Wood. 1857. 8vo. 
pp. 1070. 

We have copied the whole of this long title, which we should have 
abbreviated were it not an honest title, — were not all the promises it 
makes fulfilled in the book. It is indeed an encyclopsedia of English 
and general grammar, of the dicta of grammarians, and of all subjects 
nearly enough allied to grammar to shelter themselves under its name. 
It can hardly fail of a place in every public library, and on the table 
of every scholar who is curious as to the structure of his wonted in- 
strument for the reception and transmission of thought. The volume 
might have been smaller ; for it can never be a school-book, and there- 
fore it might have dispensed with the apparatus of examples and ex- 
ercises adapted to school use. But there are no sins of omission. We 
doubt whether a topic of grammatical interest could be named which 
is not here discussed. Yet more, compared with other recent gram- 
marians, Brown's theories and classifications are, on the one hand, simple 
and easy of comprehension, and, on the other, they shun the extreme 
of generalization, which in some treatises obliterates real distinctions 
and confounds essential differences. We should prefer Lindley Mur- 
ray's nomenclature and arrangement, but, among recent authors, we 
accord our preference to Brown. The work needs an alphabetical 
index, which might easily be added in future issues from the plates of 
the present edition. 



15. — Report on the Vital Statistics of the United States, made to the 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. By James Wynne, 
M.D. New York : H. Bailliere. 1857. 4to. pp.214. 

That figures cannot lie is a plausible fallacy. Nothing can be more 
delusive than such statistics as are often assumed as the basis of opinion 
and action. When they embrace only a part of the data essential to a 



